[The effects of otitis media with effusion and hearing loss on the speech outcome after cleft palate surgery].
To find out the exact effect of OME and hearing loss on the speech outcome post palatoplasty in cleft palate patients. Otoscopy and tympanometry were performed in 18 cleft palate patients whose ages ranged from 5 to 23 years old and hearing thresholds were also tested before cleft palates repair. All patients were followed up from 3 to 18 months postoperatively. Articulation scores were evaluated and linear correlation analysis was performed between these results and their mean hearing thresholds for air conduction in speech frequencies before the palate closure. The incidences of the OME were compared among the groups with different articulation scores. The postoperative articulation scores correlate negatively (r = -0.504, P = 0.032 < 0.05) to the degrees of hearing loss. But the incidences of OME had no significant differences among the groups with different articulation scores. The hearing level preoperation is more important than tympanometric data on the foresight of the speech result postoperation in cleft palate patients.